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' Orthodox participants felt it important to emphasize that the use of the terms “the Church”, “the
universal Church”, “the indivisible Church” and “the Body of Christ” in this document and in
similar documents produced by the Joint Commission in no way undermines the self-
understanding of the Orthodox Church as the one, holy, catholic and apostolic Church, of which
the Nicene Creed speaks. From the Catholic point of view, the same self-awareness applies:
the one, holy, catholic and apostolic Church ‘subsists in the Catholic Church’ (Lumen Gentium,
8); this does not exclude acknowledgement that elements of the true Church are present
outside the Catholic communion.
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